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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 
Establishment - Motion 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.01 pm] - without notice:  I move - 
That schedule 1 to standing orders be amended by inserting after section 3 the following - 

4. Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations 
4.1 An Estimates and Financial Operations Committee is established. 

4.2 The Committee consists of 5 Members. 

4.3 The functions of the Committee are to consider and report on - 
(a) the estimates of expenditure laid before the Council each year; 
(b) any matter relating to the financial administration of the State; 
(c) any bill or other matter relating to the foregoing functions referred by the 

House; 
(d) to consult regularly with the Auditor General and any person holding an 

office of a like character. 

Again, this motion puts in place something that has been discussed fairly thoroughly by members since at least 
the beginning of this year.  It is unlike the motion we have just carried and something quite new for this house.  
It grows out of what I believe was the growing frustration of members when trying to deal with the scrutiny of 
the budget through the estimates process that we were employing.  It has always been a challenge in a small 
house such as ours to deal with the consideration of the detail of the budget within the format of the estimates 
week.  Members have looked for better ways of achieving that level of scrutiny.  Only time will tell whether this 
will be a better way, but I believe it is a sensible way of proceeding.  The standing committee will be able to 
work through the budget issues in such a way as to give members some degree of satisfaction that they are 
getting the kind of in-depth analysis of the government�s financial operations that they should be entitled to as 
representatives of the people of Western Australia.   
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [5.03 pm]:  The opposition 
supports this motion.  I am pleased that the Leader of the House has been able to bring it to the house today for 
resolution.  Assuming that the house agrees with this motion, the committee will commence work tomorrow or 
the day after, if that is the case.  It seems to me and our members that the reason for having this committee is, as 
the Leader of the House has said, to replace the previous estimates committees that were held in this chamber.  
The idea is that this particular committee will meet on a regular basis and take evidence from a range of 
government agencies on their budget and financial operations.  I would personally like to see the committee 
meeting on Mondays and setting aside several hours on Mondays when the house is sitting to take evidence from 
ministers and agency personnel, so that the committee can provide the house with a great deal of information 
about the content of the budgets of various agencies.  I also hope that members other than those who are formally 
appointed to the committee will attend, particularly when those areas that interest them are being considered.  
With a bit of luck and a bit of hard work, it should develop into a committee that can do a significant job in 
respect of the budget of Western Australia.  It will give the Legislative Council an opportunity to undertake a 
thoroughly detailed analysis of different government agencies, as opposed to the funny question and answer 
sessions we used to have when half the questions were seeking information and the other half were seeking a 
speech from the minister.  It was always considered by most people to be half good and half bad, depending on 
where they were sitting in the house.  I think this is a better way of doing it.  We will wait to see if the outcome 
is as we hope.   
It is important that three members out of the five are non-government members.  It demonstrates the fact that this 
committee would be similar to committees elsewhere in which the government does not have the majority, as 
having a majority of government members on a committee can sometimes create a situation in which issues that 
need to be pursued are not.  Therefore, we indicate that we are prepared to support this motion.   
Before I sit down, I ask the Leader of the House whether it is still his intention to give notice of motion in 
respect of the other committees that were discussed earlier today.  Members may be aware that discussions have 
been going on for some time about a change to the existing committee system.  I understand that there is some 
rough agreement between the parties, which will mean that some changes need to take place.  I gather that the 
government would rather we made the final decision on those matters when we return in August but that the 
Leader of the House had intended to put the proposition on the notice paper for members to look at and for the 
house to decide when it comes back.  I just ask that as a matter of interest and hope that is what the Leader of the 
House will do.   
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Hon Kim Chance:  Yes, we will.   
Hon NORMAN MOORE:  We support the setting up of the estimates committee and wish it well. 
HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [5.07 pm]:  The Greens (WA) support the motion to establish the 
standing committee.  We have also been a party to the review of the committee system, particularly a review of 
the estimates process.  We agreed in that review that there were problems with the existing approach to estimates 
and that establishing a standing committee would provide a more effective vehicle for members to go into some 
detailed examination of budget expenditures and department annual reports.  It has arisen out of the frustration, 
which I also have experienced as a member of a small party over eight years, with the existing provisions for 
estimates.  I am hopeful that the standing committee will be able to provide more effective scrutiny.  I note also 
that the committee will have a majority of non-government members, which is appropriate.  Any government of 
the day would expect to be scrutinised in the majority by non-government members.  Of course, other members 
will be able and encouraged to participate in the standing committee�s inquiries.  I am more than happy that this 
committee be established and that this matter will be clarified before we rise for the winter break.  I am aware 
that there has been some comment that the current budget has not been adequately scrutinised.  I must say that 
the estimates process that we undertook last night was so short as to be positively ridiculous.  I am looking 
forward to the standing committee being able to do the job properly. 
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan) [5.09 pm]:  I also believe that this is a good move on behalf of 
the Legislative Council to set up the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations.  The motion of 
the Leader of the House, at section 4.2, states, �The Committee consists of 5 Members.�  In the draft that I saw, 
it had the additional words �3 of whom shall be non-government Members�.  That was to ensure that there was 
in fact a majority of non-government members.  I understood that one of the non-government members of that 
committee, Hon Giz Watson, would be chairman.  Therefore, I move an amendment to section 4.2.   

Amendment to Motion 
Hon GEORGE CASH:  I move - 

To add after the words �5 Members� the words �, 3 of whom shall be non-government Members�.   

It is important that we put that into the terms of reference, so that what was intended is clear. 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.10 pm]:  The government does not have a 
problem with the proposition in the amendment and will support it.  I had thought that the matter would be 
resolved by my next motion, which would appoint the members of the committee.  Hon George Cash�s 
amendment is consistent with the motion that I will be moving once this matter is dealt with, so I do not have a 
problem with supporting the amendment. 

Amendment put and passed. 

Motion, as Amended 
Question put and passed. 

Appointment of Members 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.11 pm]:  I move - 

That the following members be appointed to serve on the standing committee: Hon Giz Watson, Hon 
Ken Travers, Hon Shelley Archer, Hon Anthony Fels and Hon Nigel Hallett. 

It is the government�s wish and intention that Hon Giz Watson be elected Chair of that committee. 

Question put and passed. 
 


